
SPRING 2013

Advancing Journalistic Excellence Since 1932

Dear ANWC Supporters,   

It’s been a busy year at the ANWC as our small but mighty organization 
has experienced real growth and progress. 

We’ve welcomed 18 new members (some renewals!), brought in through 
our dedicated outreach and headline-making programs activity this year. 
Both the 3rd and 4th floors are licensed to members for their businesses 
in our historic space. An Elegant House Committee has begun to beautify 
our already stunning Clubhouse. There is a team working on building 
restoration and tax-exemption. And a new Board is lining up to govern ...    
      continued on page 2
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To read about our dynamic
 new members see page 3.

COMING EVENTS
Join us for a State of the 
Media Report
&  Annual Meeting, 
Tuesday, June 25th  
(more on page 5)

What ANWC gala is Bar-
bara Walters attending to 
roast and toast another 
ABC News personality in 
1996? 
(answer on page 6)

 HISTORY’S 
 MYSTERIES

Put on your most fabu-
lous luncheon apparel 
and get ready for the 
red carpet treatment.  
Barbara Walters 
is coming to town 
Friday, June 21st, and 
will join a room full 
of members, guests, 
and special friends 
at the National Press 
Club to celebrate what 
promises to be a great 
day for excellence in 
journalism and will be 
our Club’s 19th scholarship 
fundraiser. 

Ms. Walters’ friends, fans, 
and colleagues have stepped up in support – 
including Ted Koppel, Howard Kurtz, and 
Sally Quinn. Norah O’Donnell will be the 
emcee. Program Chair Sheilah Kast and Ashley 
Bernardi pulled out all the stops to help bring 
us such superb guests. There will also be a few 
surprises! 

Many past recipients will 
be in attendance – 
including Bob Schieffer, 
Diane Rehm, and some 
surprise guests. This year 
we are delighted to have 
Kate Spade providing the 
gift bags and Sprinkles 
Cupcakes of Georgetown 
kindly donating cupcakes. 
And, of course, this year’s 
scholarships will be 
awarded at the luncheon. 
The National Press Club 
has made an extra effort 

to work with us to make it a 
special day for all. We welcome 
and thank all our members and 
friends 

from near and far for 
supporting our efforts. 
We’ll see you on June 
21st for our luncheon 
extravaganza. 

LETTER FROM THE BENEFIT CO-CHAIRS
THE ANWC HONORS BARBARA WALTERS AND EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM

Award Luncheon, June 21st, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

For Press Info Contact: 
            Julie Chase    

jchase@chasepr.com 
           202-997-8677 

 or
Natalie DiBlasio

ndiblasio@gmail.com 
571-289-9946 

Barbara Walters Gala Co-Hosts ANWC 
Governor Ginny Daly and ANWC 

President Claire Swift
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for the next business year. We are considering ways to bring in grants and develop our programs in new 
ways with strategic partners. We are in a good place thanks to our dedicated members, solid leadership 
and support. Thank you all for your gifts great and small. I would like to give special thanks to our Board 
Members – a great team that has been generous with their time and resources:  Margaret Ryan, Treasurer; 
Margot Raphael, Secretary; Eileen Higgins, VP of Communications and Shop Talk Editor; Natalie DiBla-
sio, VP of Membership/New Media; and Karen James Cody, Ginny Daly, and Jing-yi Liu, Governors! 
I’d also like to thank Bob Gage and Grace Ristuccio at Covington Burling for their invaluable and gener-
ous support. Finally, my husband, Bill Swift, also deserves special thanks for his gardening prowess, visible 
at the Clubhouse entrance. Special thanks also to Deb Toll, Nancy Lang, Donna St. John, Hal Matson, 
Theresa Werner, Natalie DiBlasio and Janina Roncevic. So many of you have stepped up to help us so 
that we are more able to continue to serve DC residents and Club members. We are thrilled to be honoring 
Barbara Walters this year, and we are looking forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting on June 25th!
       Claire Sanders Swift

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT continued
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To sponsor a  
member or for 
 information on  

membership, contact 
Natalie DiBlasio at  

VPMembership@anwc.
org

Renewals for 2013-
2014 go out in July. To 
renew your member-
ship contact the Club 

office at 202-332-6770.  

  

 

MEMBER NEWS

Margaret Ryan

Donna Kaulkin

ANWC member Janice Law is 
pulling together future panels on 

women playwrights and songwrit-
ers. She invites members who 

know women actively working in 
these subject areas to contact her 

at AWWNM1@gmail.com. 

A book launch party was held for Donna Kaulkin, ANWC president from 1999-2001, 
in California in May, 2013. Donna’s new novel is titled “Brenda Corrigan Went Down-
town.” You may find additional information at http://donnatellsstories.com/. She’ll be 
making her way East where the ANWC will welcome her in September (date TBA). 
Looking forward to reading your book and seeing you in the fall, Donna.

Margaret Ryan, this year’s ANWC Treasurer, is now writing a weekly column on 
U.S. natural gas issues for the London-based market newsletter, Interfax Natural Gas 
Report (http://interfaxenergy.com). Very impressive, Margaret!

American Women Writers National Museum founder 
and ANWC member Janice Law reports that the 
museum celebrated its first anniversary at a luncheon 
on February 14, 2013, at the National Press Club. Have 
another wonderful year, Janice!

Future member:  Member Ashley Bernardi gave birth to Kate Nicole on June 3rd 
at 8:03 AM. She weighed 7 lbs. and 3 oz.  We look forward to seeing Kate around 
the Clubhouse.   

Janice Law

Mary Gorman was in Haiti in April 2013, for a conference on rebuilding after the earthquake. She took 350 
“Peace Pals” created by Washington-area members of the organization women4women/knitting4peace. Mary 
distributed the Peace Pals to 350 children between the ages of 5 – 13 at St. Vincent’s School for Handi-
capped Children.

On April 19, the ANWC’s own Pat Fenton was honored by the National Press Club Owl’s Hoot. The Owls 
honored those who have been continuous members for 25, 50 and 60 years – the Silver, Gold, and new group 
of Platinum Owls. Naturally women have a harder time hitting Gold since they could be members only start-
ing in 1971 or so, but membership in the Washington Press Club is apparently being counted, so Pat is on the 
list of new Gold Owls. That means she joined in 1964. Congratulations Pat!

On March 12, 2013, the ANWC lost one of its treasured members. Pauline Elizabeth 
Jennings was a great contributor to the Club and to excellence in journalism. She became 
one of the first women to be named a news editor for a national weekly magazine when 
she succeeded her husband in that role at U.S. News and World Report in 1961. We extend 
our deepest sympathy to Pauline’s family. This photo is of Pauline as a young journalist in 
Washington, D.C. 

Pauline Elizabeth Jennings
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Elizabeth Jia, Level III (April 2013). Elizabeth is a multimedia producer for 
Channel 9 WUSA. She has experience managing a weekly news franchise, Hero 
Central: interviewing, shooting, writing, and editing news stories for profiles 
on nonprofit organizations for Channel 9, wusa9.com, and WUSA Facebook. 
Elizabeth holds a Master’s Degree from Georgetown University. She has also 
won multiple awards for her reporting. Sponsor: Marion Mattingly

Pamela Solomos, Level IV Member (March 2013).  Pam 
completed a 30-year career at the University of Maryland 
serving as reporter, editor, and desk-top publisher of the 
Physics Department’s newsletters Physics at College 
Park and The Photon, then as reporter, editor, and publisher of the campus-
wide electronic newsletter Research Frontiers at the University of Maryland, 
and later as speech-writer to former University President Dan Mote.  Pam is 
now retired and works as a freelance writer and serves on the Women’s Board 
of MedStar Montgomery Medical Center. Sponsor: Jingy H. Liu

Page Dahl Crosland, Affiliate Member (April 2013). Page is the Senior Direc-
tor of Marketing and Communications for the Capitol Area Food Bank where 
she manages all marketing, communications, advertising, and public policy 
issues in the Food Bank’s development department. Before that she was the 
director of communications at the United Way of the National Capital Area. 
Sponsor:  Marion Mattingly 

Jennifer Pellizzaro, Affiliate Member (April 2013). President, Dupont Creative.  Jennifer joins us 
as a creative developer of websites. Sponsor: Claire Sanders Swift

Tom Hardart, Associate Member (May 2013). Tom joins us as CEO 
of Witnify, Inc., a production company focusing on first person histori-
cal accounts. He has produced a range of acclaimed documentaries and 
founded Adirondack Films. Sponsor: Claire Sanders Swift

HONORARY MEMBERS

Kathleen Matthews, Marriot Corp. (February 2013) 
Cristina Del Sesto, National Gallery of Art (February 2013)

Mala Persaud, GMMB (February 2013)
Katharine Weymouth, Washington Post  (March 2013) 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Elizabeth Jia

The Club’s mission is to 
promote journalistic  

excellence, foster  
professional growth, and  
advance women’s roles 

in journalism and related 
professions.

We look forward to 
sharing more about 
our new members in 
future issues of Shop 

Talk. 

Mala Persaud

Tom Hardart

Kathleen Matthews Katharine WeymouthCristina Del Sesto

Page Dahl Crosland
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Pamela Solomos
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

June 21, 2013 (Friday) “Excellence in Journalism” 
Award Luncheon Annual Benefit Event: Barbara Walters is this year’s award recipient.

June 25, 2013 (Tuesday) “Annual Meeting / Board Elections / State of the Media Report”
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers 

Calling All Members! The American News Women’s Club Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 
25th at 6:30 p.m. Please join us for the annual election of the Board of Governors. 

State of the Media Report 

The program on June 25 will begin at 7:00 p.m. It will be a 
wide-ranging conversation about the “State of the Media” 
featuring Amy Mitchell, co-author of the Pew Center’s Project 
for Excellence in Journalism annual State of the News Media 
2013 report; and Indira Lakshmanan, a senior reporter for 
Bloomberg News covering U.S. foreign policy and the State 
Department.

To suggest  
programs, email  

anwclub@comcast.net or 
call the club at  
202-332-6770  
during regular  
business hours.

4

continued 
on page 5

AT THE CLUBHOUSE: PAST PROGRAMS

Kathleen Matthews and Claire Swift, ANWC President

February 19, 2013: LIFE AFTER JOURNALISM with KATHLEEN MATTHEWS, CRISTINA  
       DEL SESTO, and MALA PERSAUD   

On February 19, former journalists Cristina Del Sesto, 
Kathleen Matthews, and Mala Persaud related a series 
of fascinating stories about their lives before, during and 
after their journalism careers. Cristina was a writer for 
the Washington Post and now is Deputy Director of De-
velopment at the National Gallery of Art. Kathleen was 
a fixture on local TV news and is now the global chief 
communications and public affairs officer for Marriott 
International. Mala was an international reporter from 
London for NBC News and is now a Vice President for 
GMMB, a strategic public relations firm. 

Each of the speakers disclosed having wistful memories 
of being in the mainstream of exciting world events and 
in the public eye when they were journalists. Each admit-
ted that they missed—at times—the spotlight.

Indira Lakshmanan, 
Bloomberg News

Amy Mitchell, Pew 
Research Center

Former journalists Cristina Del Sesto, Kathleen Matthews, and Mala Persaud
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AT THE CLUBHOUSE: PAST PROGRAMS continued from page 4
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March 4, 2013:  SPECIAL PROGRAM WITH KATHARINE WEYMOUTH

By Natalie DiBlasio, VP Membership and New Media

Katharine Weymouth, publisher of the Washington Post, let us in on some 
of the many challenges she has faced in transitioning an iconic newspaper 
into the digital age. She brought the audience behind the scenes and shared 
some of the hard decisions that came with the reinvention of an institu-
tion that been around for generations—and the blowback she has received 
making those tough calls. The audience laughed along as she shared having 
been voted “Most 
Likely to be Pub-
lisher of the New York 
Post” in high school. 
Weymouth added that 
her grandmother, the 
late great Katherine 
Graham, would have 
loved the American 
News Women’s Club. 

By Karen J. Cody, Governor

In this first-in-a-series on “Social Media Pursuits,” USA TODAY’s breaking 
news reporter Natalie DiBlasio, VP of Membership and New Media, spoke 
to ANWC members and guests on April 16. DiBlasio talked about the swift 
advance of Twitter, based in no small part on its new role in news report-
ing around the world – “Twitter reporting:” first noticed by most Americans 
when we saw real-time information flowing directly from the streets of Cairo 
during the Egyptian revolution, and most recently witnessed in “crowd-
sourced” news reports from the scene of the Boston Marathon bombings. 
DiBlasio talked as well about her daily schedule – what it takes to feed the 
Twitter beast for a national daily, and ran through a basic primer on Twitter 
for the uninitiated. of its mission. 

The members and guests then trooped upstairs to check out the redone 3rd 
and 4th floors with much oohing and aahing  as they visualized members 
having access to such airy elegant space and gorgeous city views.

APRIL 16, 2013:  THE TWITTER PHENOMENON WITH NATALIE DIBLASIO

Katharine Weymouth, 
Publisher of the Washington 
Post, shares fascinating 21st 

Century publishing facts.

ANWC ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

Natalie DiBlasio, reporter 
for USA Today

@NewsWomensClubAmerican News 
Women’s Club

Claire Swift, Katharine Graham, and Elanor Clift

Or contact Natalie DiBlasio, VP of Memberhip and New Media, ndiblasio@gmail.com
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Cranford House, home of the American News Women’s Club, 
host to world famous luminaries for more than 50 years, is 
one of the nation’s capitals hidden architectural treasures. It 
is an historic four-story French Revival townhouse that offers 
elegance in a convenient location and is an ideal setting for 
intimate dinners and gala wedding receptions, management 
retreats, business meetings, and seminars to news conferences 
and ceremonial occasions. Cranford House surrounds its 
guests in the quiet elegance for which Washington is famous. 

Meeting and party planners are invited to visit the premises 
to view rooms and facilities. Please call in advance for an 
appointment.

For information, please contact the Club directly at info@
cranfordhouse.org or at 
(202) 332-6770.

CRANFORD HOUSE

*Make your tax-deductible contribution to The ANWC and send to the attention of the Elegant House Committee, 
ANWC, 1607 22nd Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008.

HISTORY’S MYSTERIES SOLVED

ANSWER: Barbara Walters joined the ANWC along with other ABC News personalities in 
1996 to honor Sam Donaldson when he received his “Excellence in Journalism” award.   Sam was 
unable to attend this year’s gala luncheon but he promises to be with us in spirit.

Cranford House
1607 22nd Street NW 

Washington, DC 
20008
Phone: 

 (202) 332-6770
Fax:  

(202) 265-2092 
Email:

info@cranfordhouse.
org

Our Elegant House Wish List*

[ ] New paint for front foyer
[ ] New frames for First Ladies photos
[ ] Updated lighting for reception room

[ ] Chair covers for reception room and dining room
[ ] Draperies for reception room and dining room

[ ] Sofa for Berryman Club Room
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Clubhouse 
office hours

Tuesday & Thurs-
day 
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In her will, longtime ANWC member and past president Jane Lingo endowed the 
Club with a generous fund. This year the Board voted to donate every year at least 
one ANWC scholarship recipient as a “Jane Lingo Scholar.”

The following award winners have been selected from the numerous applications 
submitted. Their scholarships will be presented to them at the Barbara Walters Gala 
Luncheon, June 21, 2013. Thanks to our Scholarship Committee Margaret Ryan, 
ANWC Treasurer, and Pam Ginsburg, past president, for reviewing all the applica-
tions. The winners are:

Jane Lingo Scholar

Zinhle Essamuah. A rising sophomore at George Washington Univer-
sity, majoring in Journalism and Mass Communication, Zinhle brings 
a unique world view to her studies as the first American citizen in her 
family, with parents from Uganda and Ghana. She names as her role 
models Aung San Suu Kyi, Hillary Clinton, and Oprah Winfrey, and 
her goal is to tell the stories of people worldwide who get little media 
attention. Her accomplishments, including her strong writing, on-
camera poise, and focus on pursuing well-articulated goals, stood out 
to the judges.

ANWC Scholars

Lauren Kirkwood. A rising senior at the University of Maryland, majoring 
in Journalism, Lauren has pursued academic coursework in history, eco-
nomics, and science policy, and focused her professional work on learning 
journalism from the ground up. Reporting for the Hagerstown Herald-Mail, 
Capitol News Service, and Maryland’s student newspaper, The Diamond-
back, she has zeroed in on health policy as the area she hopes to continue 
covering after graduation. Her achievements in both academia and journal-
ism made her a judges’ choice.

Jatara McGee. A rising junior at the University of Maryland, major-
ing in Broadcast Journalism, Jatara wants to use her journalism skills to 
help victims of injustice tell their stories. Teaming with other journalism 
students last year, she helped found and manage “Stories Beneath the 
Shell” (umdsbs.com), an on-line space where journalism students can 
post innovative video stories. The judges were impressed by her initia-
tive and by the level of accomplishment demonstrated in her published 
work.

*See the back page for a letter from an ANWC scholarship winner.

ANWC SCHOLARSHIPS ANNOUNCED*

Jane Lingo, ANWC Past 
President, 1990-92

Zinhle Essamuah, GWU

Lauren Kirkwood, UMD

Jatara McGee, UMD

IF YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN 

AN APPLYING 
FOR AN ANWC 

SCHOLAR-
SHIP, PLEASE 

CONTACT THE 
CLUB OFFICE 
AT 202-332-6770 
OR EMAIL US 

AT ANWCLUB@
COMCAST.NET
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My name is Stefanie Dazio and I was an ANWC scholarship recipient in 2011. 

I just graduated college and I wanted to send you a quick note about my endeavors since 
our meetup last year. I graduated from American University in Washington, D.C., earlier 
in May with magna cum laude honors. Over my four years, I worked at the student news-
paper as a writer, editor and mentor, and interned at the Student Press Law Center, The 
Washington Post, The Star-Ledger and The Durango Herald (Durango, Colo.). I majored 
in print journalism and the interdisciplinary CLEG (Communications, Legal Institutions, 
Economics and Government). I have covered student journalism, campus development, 
and political and local beats through my work. I will spend this summer in D.C. as a 
Metro intern for The Washington Post — my third internship with the newspaper. 

The ANWC scholarship has truly helped me realize that I want to be a reporter for the rest 
of my career. I have been reporting since I was 16, and my resolve has only been strength-
ened to stay in this business. 

Scholarships like yours are so impor-
tant to young journalists, and I can’t 
express how much of a difference it 
made in my life. If I can ever be of 
assistance to the ANWC, I would be 
more than happy to help.

Best,

Stefanie Dazio
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Eileen Higgins
Editor  

Thank you to the members who sent in news about their recent activities. We have such remarkable 
and accomplished members, and reading about you and your successes will inspire 
many young journalists in the making. Please continue to send us your breaking 
news at eileebenj@aol.com.
We also welcome contributions from our members. If you have an interesting story 
with a connection to our Club please send to us and we will try to include it in the 
next Shop Talk, space permitting.

Do you have story ideas you would like us to investigate for Shop Talk? Do you 
have any interesting history of the Club that you think members would enjoy? 
Just send those ideas to Eileen Higgins at eileenbenj@aol.com. Thank you!

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Eileen Higgins

President    
Claire Sanders Swift 

Secretary    
Margot Raphael 

Treasurer    
Margaret Ryan 

VP Communications 
M.Eileen Higgins 

VP Membership  
and New Media  
Natalie DiBlasio
 
Governors   
Karen James Cody   
Ginny Daly   
Jing-Yi Hong Liu 

Immediate Past President   
Lynn Gorton
 
  

Staff Liaison   
Janina Roncevic   

Project Manager
Jessica Golibart

New Media Intern  
Molly Philbin

Shop Talk Editor
M. Eileen Higgins

Editorial
Karen J. Cody 
Claire Sanders Swift

Webmaster
Margot Raphael

*Read more about each Board Member  
  on our website.

 

Staff and Volunteers

ANWC Board of Governors* 
2012-2013

LETTER FROM SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

	  

Co-Presidents: Claire Sanders Swift, Jing yi Liu
Treasurer: TBA
Secretary: Julie Chase
VP Membership/Strategic Development: Cris-
tina Del Sesto
VP House: Jean White

VP Communications - 
New Media: Natalie DiBlasio
Shop Talk: Eileen Higgins
Governors: Karen James Cody, Ginny Daly, Tish 
Van Dyke

2013-2014 OFFICERS SLATE
For the upcoming year, Hal Matson, Chair of the Nominating Committee, has proposed the following slate of Officers:


